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LAWS of MARYLAND.

owner or owners thereof fhall pay the fum of five fhillings for every hog, goat,
or half dozen geefe, and a proportionable fum for every goofe, fo taken up, ohe
half for the ufe of the perfon or perfons taking up and iccuring the fome, and
the other half for the ufe of the poor in faid county; and in cafe the owner or
owners of fwine, goats or geefe, feized and fccured as aforef#dd, fhall not, within
three days after notice of fuch feizure, pay the aforefaid fum of five thillings for
every hog, goat, or half dozen geefe, and in proportion for every goofe, fcized
as aforefaid, to the perfon or perfons feizing the fame, in fuch cafe the whole of
{uch feizure fhall be abfolutely forfeited for the ufes aforefaid,. and it fhall be
lawful for the perfon or perfons feizing to fell the fame by public vendue at the
market-houfe in faid town, between nine and ten o’clock in the forenocon of the
market-day next enfuing, and to apply the monies arifing from fuch fale to the
ufes aforefaid.

IITI. Anv be it ¢nafied, That if any perfon or perfons receiving money under
this act, fhall not, within ten days after the receipt thereof, pav over to the truf-
tees of the poor of Cacil county one halt of the money o received, fuch perfon
or perfons fhall forfeit the whole of the money {o received for the ufe of the poor
of faid county, which money fo forfeited may be recovered by the truftees aforc-
faid in the fame manner as other debts due the truftees may be.

IV. ano be it enatted, That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by violence or
force, take fwine, goats or geefe, or any of them, out of the pofieffion of any
perfon or perfons feizing and fecuring the fame by virtue of this a&t, without firit
paying as aforefaid, and fhall be thereof convicted either by confeffion or verdict,
fuch perfon or perfons fhall be fined in the fum of ten pounds current money for

every fuch offence.

V. and be it enadted, That if any perfon or perfons fhall be fued or implead-
ed for any thing done by virtue of this aét, the defendant may plead the gencral
iffue, and give this 2& and the {pecial matter in evidence, and if the plaintid
{hall be nonfuit, or difcontinue his fuit, he thall pay treble cofts, and fuch da-
mages as the court thall adjudge.

C H A P. V.
An ACT to encourage the deftroying of wolves.

HERTEAS it appears to this general aflembly, that wolves are very
numerous and mifchievous in many of the countics in this ftate, and
that they deftroy great numbers of fheep:

I1. 8¢ it enaftev, 4y the General Affembly of Maryland, That when and as
often as any credible free perfon or perfons fhall bring before any juftice of the
peace, within any of the counties of this ftate, the head or heads of any wolf
or wolves, and make oath (or affirmation) that the wolf or wolves of which he
or they produce the head or heads, were aftually caught and killed within the
limits of that county in which he or they pray an allowance, and within fix days
next before the producing the fame to fuch juftice, that then fuch juftice fhall,
and he is hereby authorifed and dirélted to give fuch perfon or perfons producing,
a certificate for fuch heéad or heads produced and proved as aforefaid, and in fuch
certificate to mention the oath (or affirmation) taken, and therein diftinguithing
which or how many of the heads of the old or young wolves ; and every juftice
who fhall have any wolf’s head or heads brought before him by any perfon or
perfons as aforefaid, fhall be and he is hereby authorifed and empowered to judge
of the age of the faid wolf or wolves, of which the head or heads was brought
before him, and if fuch juftice fhall believe the age of fuch wolf or wolves to
exceed fix months, that then he fhall diftinguith the fame in his certificate by
the words old wolf or wolves; and that every juftice, before whom any wolf’s
head is brought, and by whom a certificate (hall be given as aforefaid, is hereby
authorifed and direted immediately to caufe the ears to be cut off, and the
tongue taken out, of and from the head or heads of fuch wolf or wolves,
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